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POLREP POLREP 1 - Initial

Start Da\e: January 6, 1997

Reporting Period: January 6, 1997 to January 20, 1997
Site No.: A543
Delivery Order No.: 5001-05-664
Response Authority: CERCLA Removal Action (Time Critical)
CERCLIS No.: IL0001408921
NPL Status: Not on the NPL
State Notification: IEPA Notified
Action Memorandum Status: Approved
Incident Category: Inactive Facility

Site Description:

The Steger Industrial Paints site is located near the
intersection of 22nd Street and Wentworth Avenue at 434 E. 21st
Street, Chicago Heights, Cook County, Illinois (41°29'47.5"N,
87C37'11.2"W). The specific site location is 434 E. 21st Street.
The site is an inactive and abandoned facility. At one time the
site operation involved removing dirt, grease, and oil from
automobile parts using degreasing and cleaning chemicals. The
site appears to also have been used as a truck repair facility.
The site is located predominantly in a residential neighborhood
and encompasses an approximate area of 0.5 acres. The site is



bordered on the north by a wooded area, on the east by an open
lot, on the south by an alley and residences, and on the west by
a cabinent manufacturing facility. The site consists of a
single-story masonry building and metal pole building. The two
buildings are situated in the form of an "L" shape. Doors to
both buildings are missing and provide unrestricted access.
There are sheets of metal acting as a fence on the south side of
the site. Most of this fence is broken and entrance gate is
missing. The masonry building contained approximately six drums,
two tanks, and numerous small containers. The metal building has
office rooms, two aboveground tanks, and 2-3 bags of suspected
asbestos insulation material. Automobile tires and debris are
scattered throughout the site.

Situation:

The crew mobilized to the site on January 6, 1997 and removal
activities continued throughout this reporting period. Weather
conditions throughout this reporting period were very cold and
windy, with air temperatures ranging from 3°F to 19°F and wind
chills to -35°F.

Removal Activities To Date:

The crew mobilized to the site and general site setup commenced:
secured the site with snow fence. Consolidated drums,
containers, tires and debris inside and outside of the building.
Reviewed and signed-off on the site Health and Safety Plan.
Rented a ba.ckhoe, a 100 CFM Air Compressor, and mobilized
necessary supplies to site, and performed general site cleanup.
An area for parking and drum/container staging was designated,
and cleared. A drum staging area was set up inside the building.
Collected soil, sludge, oil, and drum samples. Pumped vat
liquids and. AST-1 oil into drums. Deconed vat and AST-1.
Cleaned up and containerized bags of suspected asbestos material.
Removed concrete pad on loading dock and recovered buried drums.
Segregated empty drums from filled ones and crushed empty drums.
Installed visgueen cover over doors. Utilized START'S
generators, torpedo heaters and light stands to supply
electricity, and heat to the building. Purchased 12-55 gallon
1A2, 24-5 gallon pails, and 27- 85 gallon overpacks. Staged,
inventoried, and appropriately overpacked all containers
containing hazardous material according to hazard categorization
results. Filled out a drum log for all overpacked drums.
Sampled all drums and determined compatibility and



characterization of all unknown samples. Composite sampler; were
prepared for disposal facilities. Placed all crushed containers
in a roll-off box as well as PPE, SACM, etc... Removed sludge
and debris from AST-2 into 3-85 gallon overpacks. Secured all
containers and site. Demobed all site personnel and equipment.

Enforcement::

General notice letters and 104 (e) information request letters
have been sent to the PRP. Upon completion of removal activitie;3
the buildings are planned to be demolished and disposed of by the
City of Chicago Heights.

Planned Removal Activities:

The proposed removal actions as stated in the action memo are as
follows: develop and implement a site safety plan; secure the
site; stage, sample and dispose of drums, containers, hazardous
and removal related non-hazardous debris, and decontamination
water, in accordance with the U.S. EPA off-site rule (58 CFR
49200).

Next Steps:

Conduct transportation and disposal activities of all hazardous
and removal related non-hazardous material.

Key issues:

During the clean up, it was discovered, that the truck loading
dock: was constructed of 55 gallon drums with a concrete pad
poured over the drums. These drums (total of 89) were not
considered during the site assessment, previous site visits or
preparation of the Action Memo. Additional funding may or may
nor be needed to complete the removal.

Cost Information:
As of 1/14/97

Costs To Date Ceiling
ERGS Contractor $ 35,624.92 $95,500
START Contractor $ 2,966.77 $10,000
U.S. EPA $ 5,995.00 $ 9,700


